
www.aglobalfriendship.org



www.aglobalfriendship.org

CONTENTS
• Our Mission

• Our Programs

• Our Collection 

• Where We Work: Linking Artisans to Markets

• Our Founder

• Product Cards

• Press

• Get Involved 



www.aglobalfriendship.org

OUR MISSION
A Global Friendship creates 
economic opportunity for artisans 
in developing regions by connect-
ing them to U.S. markets and 
providing small business training.

We travel the world to find hard-
working artisans and help them 
merge traditional craft techniques 
with contemporary design, then sell 
their products in boutiques in the 
U.S. and Caribbean. Making the 
world a more beautiful place, one 
friendship at a time.

Opportunity. It’s a resource too often taken for granted. The opportunity to envision a better 
future, find work, provide for ourselves. 

But opportunity does not knock equally on every door. Around the world, 220 million people are 
unemployed, through no fault of their own. Some live in impoverished nations. Others are born 
into poor, remote regions of wealthier countries.  For these people, opportunity to work can mean 
the difference between something to eat and nothing to eat, safety and danger, healthcare and 
illness, an education for their children and the limitations of ignorance.

We think opportunity should know no bounds.  

Welcome to A Global Friendship. We seek talented, ambitious people in opportunity-parched com-
munities and bridge the gap between their products and thriving markets. We also teach basic 
small business skills such as marketing, accounting, communications and Internet usage. In the 
U.S. we strive to share the beauty of other cultures and a greater understanding of the chal-
lenges created by lack of opportunity. It’s a beautiful vision, and it works. 

We invite you to join our circle of friendship. 
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OUR PROGRAMS 
Project HOME
Our primary development project, the Project HOME network currently consists of 26 women and 3 
men working in Thailand, Indonesia, & Peru. We help direct these artists to blend traditional craft 
methods with contemporary design to create bracelets, scarves and handbags from organic, sustain-
able materials such as linen, sterling silver and recycled Thai garments. AGF sells these colorful, 
well-priced accessories in over 100 boutiques throughout the United States and the British Virgin 
Islands, as well as on-line. 
We’re expanding our reach, seeking more partnerships and more ways to create opportunity. We help 
people wear the world, and their values, on their sleeves.

Campus Clubs
Many of today’s high school and college students yearn for something to care about beyond them-
selves and their GPAs.  We help students learn about the countries where we work through the forma-
tion of Campus Clubs. Club members spearhead cultural projects and create sales programs. It’s a 
blend of idealism and entrepreneurship that’s creating powerful friends for the future.

AGF Shopping Ambassador
AGF Shopping Ambassador program is a totally unique way for people to get involved. We welcome 
travelers to look for beautiful accessories or talented craftspeople and let us know about them. We’re 
always working to bring new people into our friendship family. 
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Treasure-to-Treasure 
Recycling Program: 

If an item gets damaged over 
time, just ship it back to us along 
with $10, and we’ll send a new 
one to replace it. We’ll recycle 
the old item into a beautiful belt. 

OUR COLLECTION
We specialize in bold, well-priced, textile-based statement pieces using traditional weaving, stringing 
and knotting techniques. The strong colors and bold designs capture and convey the vibrant cultures 
of our global friends. 

Selections from our Spring 2011 collection. (Retail prices vary, depending on vendor, but average 
around $20 - $48):

BELLS OF BLESSINGS Bracelet
People throughout Southeast Asia wear bells on their ankles to show 
their devotion, ward off evil, or notify the heavens of their position on 
Earth. Our charming, contemporary take on this ancient Hindu tradition is 
a tuneful reminder to be in the moment. Recently shown in Self magazine. 
Made in Thailand. 

COINS OF FORTUNE Bracelet
These beautiful, pliable, good-luck bracelets are made from hand-waxed 
linen, using a traditional northern Thai weaving method. The strong, 
durable strap lies flat and changes to conform to the wrist over time, 
reflecting the Buddhist idea of impermanence. 

TEN THOUSAND RIVERS Strappy Bracelet
This AGF bestseller features 36 strands of hand-colored, hand waxed-
linen strung with a dozen sterling silver beads that sparkle like flashes of 
sun on a winding river. Available in a dozen colors, and shell-pink as part 
of a partnership with the San Francisco Bay Area Affiliate of Susan G. 
Komen for the Cure. Ten percent goes toward breast cancer research; the 
rest helps women artists in rural northern Thailand provide healthy food 
and books for their families.
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THREE STRENGTHS Bracelets (unisex)
This masculine braid has the heft and hue of polished leather, but is 
crafted from ecologically sustainable waxed linen. Perfect for the man or 
woman who exemplifies these three strengths: The ability to wield 
(power), to yield (to others), and to create a life of thoughtful action. 
Made in northern Thailand. 

CIRCLE OF FRIENDS Bracelet Trio
The three color-coordinated strands of woven linen can be shared with 
friends, or worn as a set to represent the three friendship joys—love, trust 
and happiness. Three pewter balls on each end add a unique, stylish flair. 
Handcrafted by artists in Padang Tegal, a village in Bali, Indonesia.

FRINGE Tote
Each of these one-of-a-kind designs is fabricated from a recycled, 100-
percent cotton Thai garment and decorated with hand-knotted fringe. 
Shoulder straps boast colorful, hand-embroidered brocade flowers or 
geometric patterns. Earth tones with black accents, available in large 
(approximately 17” wide by 14” long), or medium (17” wide by 10” long). 
Zippered top closure and fully lined. Made by a husband and wife team in 
northern Thailand.

OUR COLLECTION
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PORTRAIT OF THE ARTIST

A young Thai artisan named Sintuva created many of the 
bracelets in our current line. Elizabeth Firgeleski, AGF’s 
founder, met Sintuva in the craft market of Chiang Mai, and 
was inspired by her skill, intelligence and drive. They worked 
together to fashion new lines and improve Sintuva’s produc-
tion methods and business skills. 

Since getting involved with AGF, Sintuva’s designs have been 
so successful that she has been able to hire 12 additional 
women from her village to help her weave and string her 
bracelets.
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WHERE WE WORK:
LINKING ARTISANS TO RETAIL LOCATIONS 
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OUR FOUNDER
In December 2004, a tsunami ravaged Thailand while Elizabeth Firgeleski was visiting on holiday and studying the healing 

practice of Reiki. As Elizabeth was ushered to safety, she was surprised and moved by the consideration and selflessness 

of the Thai people.

Due to the Indian Ocean earthquake and resulting tsunami, more than 230,000 people were killed in 14 countries, includ-

ing Thailand.  Elizabeth was in the midst of the destruction and spent the following weeks recuperating from her injuries 

before returning to the U.S. 

During that time, she became increasingly committed to the idea of finding a way to give back to the people who helped 

her to safety. Upon her return to the U.S. Elizabeth decided to leave her lucrative careers as a fit model and marketing 

assistant in New York City. 

Her mind was now clearly focused on a broad goal of working towards making the world a more empowered, beautiful 

place, with a goal for communities to use their own resources and knowledge to build better, sustainable livelihoods.

Meanwhile, Elizabeth couldn’t help noticing how much her friends and family loved the handmade objects she brought 

back from her trip. An idea formed: Why not combine her own love of beautiful things and her commitment to the Thai 

people?  The artisan Thai products were unique and desirable and she was continually surprised there weren’t more 

available.

Locally, Elizabeth started hosting trunk shows in private homes and public restaurants, selling various artisan’s work, and 

turning over 100-percent of the proceeds to the artisans. As the trunk shows grew in popularity, she realized if she could 

bring these designs to more people in more places, she would be helping the artisans develop strong enough markets to 

sustain their own small businesses. Opportunity; a critical factor to a stable economic life. 

Elizabeth Firgeleski founded A Global Friendship in 2007. She filed for 501C3 status for AGF to be recognized as a 

non-profit organization later that spring and began selling artisan handicrafts at U.S. boutiques and online retailers, as 

well as reaching out to artisans in other countries to expand the product catalogue.

Elizabeth continues to meet others who share her dedication to making the world a more beautiful place. AGF, headquar-

tered in CT with an office in Brooklyn, NY has connected 37 artisans representing three countries with over 100 U.S. retail 

locations. Her team consists of over 20 driven, dedicated and passionate sales and volunteer staff members.



PRODUCT CARDS

Thailand

Indonesia
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Double Trouble: Charity Worker Draws Lessons 
for Haiti From Tsunami
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GET INVOLVED

Your help is very greatly appreciated. 

YES!  I’d like to participate
Dollar amount ........... $
$35 - $99 ........... Donor
$100 - $250 ........... Friend
$250 - $500 ........... Kind Heart
$501 - $1,500 ........... Warm Heart
$1,501 and Up ........... Passionate Heart

Thank you for helping to make the World a more beautiful place.

Send Check to:    Wire Funds to: 
A Global Friendship  Account Name-A Global Friendship 
P.O. Box 1013   Bank of America - 026009593 
Southport, CT 06890  For US Wires:  Account # 003851567029  
  
We also now accept all major credit cards:
Payments can be set up for one time, or monthly recurring options.

  www.aglobalfriendship.org/donate



www.aglobalfriendship.org/contactus

CONTACT US

P.O. BOX 1013 

Southport, CT 06890 

www.aglobalfriendship.org 

info@aglobalfriendship.org 

Contact: Nicole Steele / 917.420.0397


